Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/20 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100110070-1 .

OAKLAND TRIBUNE (CA)
11 April 1980

e

it'” of' the~U.S Constxtutlon s] A e
sannm News 3"‘!‘?“, T +First:Amendment,: which prohib~
_',WASHINGTON Durmg a ;its. government interference with:-
f' clash with editors-over the use of * ‘freedom of the press, said Editor
\‘ reporters-as.agents;:the director : Richard D:'Smyser- of the Oak-

. 6f-the Central Intelligence-Agen- : Rxdtge ('i‘enn R Oathxdger . mod-
cy revealed;Thursday: that three :erator.of.a:
U .S~ correspondents. had agreed ¥

. to:be: covert:CIASinformants. " s

AlthougkuAdma Stansﬁeld'

'D‘wner said: that-as_the three sit-:
- Fations had. unfolded the CIA had
¢ E'EFEeeded the: repotets;fa num-
. berf; ; ; s »As for” the freedom argumentt(;
SR "-.if e said: “What.you're saying
: f:ﬂ'e"r..werethey‘ mollified bY his ﬁne ‘is-that-if you-accept an as-]
asourance thatva’f3-year-old CIA -‘signment_ jtom me. to‘get some:
dxmtwe requires: his'specific ap- finformation:.that:might. be’very:
* paval before news. reporters “in ¢ Zyital ‘to-our. ‘country; you've “lost:

very “exceptional? situatlons’ ?yourfreedom 1 dom’t understand

ithat ‘Treally don’t.:. i+ 1
“in- ~‘You re; sort. of.. saying-that - xf a
cluding New YOl'k Times Execu- “you: accept ‘a:request.to serve:
tive-Editor Az ‘M.: Rosenthal, your country. -~ maybe for mon-
- werez surprised:-and’ some- ‘were-". ey; ‘maybe. not — that . you're no
. evenincredulous- that. the. CIA:. 10nger free ... If  you slant the
: had-announced:-such a rule: = % g ews because y°u re ‘on our pay-
{ - JWurner said<ithat™ he “had*roll, that’s ‘bad, you:aren’t.free. ’
5 changed ‘a- policy”'set: by’ former- Byt jt’s’ your: ‘choice ‘whether ‘a’,
CIA ‘Director+ George- Bush - that elatxonshlp with us,’ reporting
US:, correspondents would not'b

used”as. ‘agents’”House' records{ “how pr ofane your WOPK Andy YOU

.. show* that: “Purner<did" describe¢ Mmust hdve: “relationships with’ all
the new policy: publicly on Aprm'kmds ‘of: other ‘organizations. ber
- 20, 1978; at-a hearing of the sides ‘oursi‘and.hopéfully ‘you
,,House Permanent Select Sub ‘mdintain’ your freedom_ there.
:*I'm sorry,:1.don’t understand, the
: g connectxorr ‘you make between
'serving your:” country ‘and: being

3 nl:you'can do” both. )
. e~ three :

-

:;. American: Society\ perfectly agreeable” to: WOrk E

» Editors.-3i%i k3

- Use of reporter&as a cover; for

. CIA -information-gathering was,|.

. disclosed’ in:# post-Watergate (ins
gy vestigations of US_ intelligences:-

~ ed that it such’a practice’ were \.
- followed, - even;‘with -the limitat
> tion Turner.-imposed, a: host
. country: couldrnever ‘he sure.

-Rosenthal “and- ‘others contend=

. ' whether a U.S‘mcorrespondent

-was a CIA agent.or-a bonafide-
‘news reporter=Tt would. “cast;

“into doubt the ethical and proieo-
fsional ‘status:of; gery “foreign

correspondent"» RosenthaL
r{:"‘

-argued.
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| “‘with’the- CIA, but: .that. "the cirs
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cumstances did. not mature in
‘the-; way:;we"had. expected" E _d—
oy e',backedjoff St g
Asked’ it he would ‘continue the
practlce Jn “special’ circum-
:stances he replied that “I'think
. lot-of . correspondents are pa-.
“triotic*enoughto” do . this .. and
:help” their: government." .And
they have. J‘unique access ‘that
can be of ‘great’ value to bs.” 7

« Later,in.a talk to the ASNE
former ‘Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger said -he had a “gut feel-,
Ing’” against using. journalists as;
CIA .agents,” but .he had not yet
‘made un'his: mind whather it




